The Honorary Secretary reported that there had been a steady increase in the Society's membership for the year 1988 to approximately 2,000. He also reported that there were now 19 National Member Societies, new Societies having been formed in Austria and Korea. He was also in contact with France, Jordan, Taiwan, Dutch Antilles and Indonesia with regard to the formation of National Member Societies in those countries. The Executive Board discussed the difficulties in creating National Member Societies and retaining members in the African Continent and it was suggested that the possibilities of developing an African Regional Society should be explored. The Executive Board also encouraged National Member Societies to consider twinning arrangements with countries in the developing world.
A number of reports on various ISPO activities were nearing publication. The proceedings of the CATICAM meeting held in Miami were being edited and it was anticipated that they would be published before the World Congress in Japan. The proceedings from the CAD/CAM meeting held in Seattle were also currently being edited and it was also anticipated that these would be published before the Congress. Since the Executive Board meeting, the report on the ISPO Workshop on Upgrading in Prosthetics and Orthotics for Technicians from Developing Countries Trained on Short Courses has now been published and it is anticipated that the report from the International Symposium of Prosthetic Orthotic Educators held in Toronto will also be published before the Congress. Ernst Marquardt (FRG) and H.G.B. Day (UK) were preparing a publication based on the recent Symposium on the Limb Deficient Child held in Heidelberg. It was hoped that publication will take place in 1990. French translations of the report of the ISPO Workshop (held in Moshi) on Prosthetics and Orthotics in the Developing World with Respect to Training and Education and Clinical Services, and the report on the Planning and Installation of Orthopaedic Workshops in Developing Countries had been organized by Sepp Heim and had been subsequently used at a meeting organized by the United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, and held in Guinea. The costs of printing a limited number of these reports in French was not considered justified. However, copies could be made as the need arose. The Dundee '85 proceedings have now been published by Blackwell under the title, 'Amputation Surgery and Lower Limb Prosthetics'. The possibilities of publishing a new publicity brochure to help recruit new members to the Society is currently being explored.
Work is continuing in the International Standards Organization TC168 'Prosthetics and Orthotics' .
A working Group meeting of the Committee was held in Bologna in October 1988, and a further meeting was to be held in Scotland in March, 1989. The President reported that H.G.B. Day (UK) had accepted the position of Task Officer for the Limb Deficient Child. He had put forward a three point proposal with regard work in this area: a) to investigate numbers and types of congenital limb deficiencies occurring in various countries. b) to implement collaboration and correspondence between children's clinics on an international basis, in much the same way as exists at present in U.S.A. c) to explore the needs of those with congenital limb deficiencies, and those of their families and determine the differences in these needs in various cultures. The Executive Board agreed to these proposals in principle, however, the budgetary implications would have to be explored before implementing the proposals. Dr Day would report to the next Board meeting on this matter.
The questionnaire related to the Professional Register has been circulated and completed forms were now being returned to Copenhagen for the information to be computerized for use when ready. Should you not have already done so, please complete your form and have it returned to Copenhagen.
The Executive Board agreed to appoint Joan Edelstein (U.S.A.) as Task O f f i c e r for Journal Promotion.
The Task Officer for Cineplasty reported on the interest in this field mainly from the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic. A further meeting of the Task Force would be held in April, 1989 at the Congress of the German Orthopaedic Society.
International Organizations
Collaboration between ISPO and INTERBOR was continuing in the field of education and a meeting of the joint Education Commission will be arranged in the near future to discuss the European Economic Community directive on reciprocal recognition of Higher Education Diplomas and its effects on the field of prosthetics and orthotics.
The Collaboration between World Orthopaedic Concern (W.O.C.) and ISPO continues to improve and it is hoped that future collaboration on specific projects would materialize.
The Honorary Secretary reported that the Society had been involved in the meetings held in Tanzania and Guinea by the Service for Technical Cooperation Support for Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons, Yugoslavia, in collaboration with the United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. It was suggested that further collaboration with the Centre in Yugoslavia and with the United Nations office in Vienna should be explored at the VI World Congress in Japan.
The Honorary Secretary reported'that he had been invited to the International Committee of the Red Cross (I.C.R.C.) project in Nicaragua to act as an external examiner for the prosthetics/orthotics course there. The course had been of three years duration and standards were relatively high and overseen by the Ministry of Education. The prostheses being fabricated were made from locally produced components and laminated plastic sockets. George Murdoch told the Board that he had observed the practice of the I.C.R.C. project in Bulawayo. H e felt that the standards related to socket shape and alignment were rather disappointing. In general, it would appear that the standard of work in the I.C.R.C. projects was variable, but it was felt that their philosophy was to improve the professional content of their projects, and in general this was being achieved.
The Armenian Situation
The President reported that following the earthquake in Armenia, he had written to a number of agencies offering the assistance of the Society but to date had received no response. He informed the Board that Bo Klasson (Sweden) visited Armenia as a representative of the Swedish Red Cross and had agreed to represent ISPO there as far as he was able. It was agreed that Bo Klasson should continue to serve as a link between ISPO and the League of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies' project in Armenia and he agreed to explore the need for closer collaboration between ISPO and the League of Red Cross Societies.
Congresses
The organization of the VI World Congress continues. There has been a good response to the call for papers, posters and audio-visual presentations. The programme is now being finalized and it is anticipated that the Congress will be well attended. The Executive Board re-examined the invitation to host the VII World Congress in Chicago, U.S.A. and it was agreed to recommend to the International Committee that this invitation be accepted.
Conferences and Meetings
The President reported that Thamrongrat Keokarn attended the Third International Conference on Musculoskeletal Accidents and Injuries in the Workplace, held in Bangkok in November 1988. Unfortunately, the prosthetics and orthotics session had to be cancelled due to lack of interest.
The President Elect informed the Board that arrangements were underway to hold a European Conference on Rehabilitation Technology in November, 1990 and that he was a member of the steering committee. As part of that meeting would be related to prosthetics and orthotics, the Executive Board agreed that the Society should be involved as far as possible in the organizing and running of that part of the meeting. Bo Klasson and Acke Jernberger presented suggestions for a meeting on the Deformed Foot to be held in 1990 in Sweden. It was agreed that they should present a more detailed programme and budget to the next Board meeting.
Prosthetics and Orthotics in Developing Countries (Americas)
The President informed the Board on developments in the U.S.A. with regard to prosthetics and orthotics and the developing world. A meeting had been held in Washington of the different agencies involved in prosthetics and orthotics in the Americas and the President had attended together with the Honorary Secretary. As an outcome of this meeting, it was suggested that ISPO and the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists attempt to act as a focal point for requests for help andor advice received from countries in Central America.
Rehabilitation Engineering
The Executive Board discussed the suggestion of the UK National Member Society that in order to encourage Rehabilitation Engineers to join ISPO, the Society should consider a change in its title. The Executive Board discussed this matter and agreed that ISPO should not change its name. However, it was agreed that a by-line should be printed on the Society's letterhead which accentuated the fact that ISPO covered rehabilitation engineering as well as prosthetics and orthotics.
Executive Board Nominations
The Honorary Secretary informed the Board that the Executive Board nominees for the next triennium had all accepted their nominations. Should any additional nominations be received a postal ballot will be conducted to elect the new Executive Board.
Proposed Amendments
The Executive Board discussed the proposed amendments to the Constitution submitted by four Fellows of the UK NMS, but decided it could not act upon them because of the implications in respect of the Society and its continued activity and existence. It was, however, indicated to National Member Societies that it is the Executive Board's intention to have a review of the constitution and their comments were sought so that the matter can be thoroughly discussed at the time of the International Committee meeting in Kobe. Then, if necessary, any constitutional changes could be made at an interim meeting of the International Committee some time between the Kobe and Chicago Congresses.
Fellowships

World Assembly
the Kobe Convention Centre and is programmed for Friday, 17th November.
Fellowship of the Society has been awarded to Thamrongrat Keokarn (Thailand).
The World Assembly of the Society shall take place in conjunction with the VI World Congress in Norman A. Jacobs Honorary Secretary
